THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
recognizances for coining up for trial. When they carne before
the Council, where they were received with dignity, old San-
croft (he had been got at in the meanwhile by the politicians
who were manoeuvring in the background against the King) was
made to break his word and to refuse recognizances. There was
thus no choice but to keep the Bishops in custody pending trial,
but it was of a most honourable sort—they were given complete
freedom in the Tower, and that very evening met at evensong.
By this time the determining opinion in London was at fever-
heat, and the Bishops were its heroes. No one troubled about the
exact point at issue; the broad division was between toleration
of the Catholics and their suppression. Vast crowds watched
from the banks of the river the Bishops' progress to the Tower,
and cheered them all the way.
The Birth of James's Son (June 10, 1688), and the
Consequent Policy of Orange. All this was on Friday, June 8.
On Sunday, the loth, the Queen's child was born; and it was
a son,
William of Orange had been informed that the Queen's child
would be born in July. Such had been the Queen's own judg-
ment, and it was reiterated by all those in her confidence. From
the moment a child was expected he had determined to await the
issue, and if it were a son to try his fortunes at war. His plans
were thrown into complete disorder by the antedating of the
birth by a full month. He sent his Dutchman Zuylestein to
James to convey his most emphatic congratulations on the birth
of an heir, and began his new preparations to supplant the child.
No group of men in history were so steeped in falsehood as
the conspirators against James II. Zuylestein, after he had left
William's false message with James on June 23, made visits to
the greater gentry who had determined on destroying the rem-
nant of the English monarchy. These had met in every sort of
secret gathering here and there since the birth of the child.
On June 30, just a week after Zuylestein's leaving the court, he
met seven of the boldest and—probably at his instigation, but
with Compton an ardent second—they signed a cipher letter to
William inviting him to come over. Shrewsbury, Compton,
Danby, Devonshire, Russell, the renegade Lumley, and Sidney
(in whose handwriting the document was drawn up) set their
names.
The letter warned the Dutch Prince to do all in great secrecy
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